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Upatissa approaches the monk Assaji and enquires of his teaching. Assaji has not long been a monk so gives the short version: 'All things in this world arise from a cause and when those conditions change so those things cease.' Kazam! Upatissa gets it.
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The two friends travel to meet the Buddha and ordain - they are now known as Sariputta and Moggallana and go on to become the two most senior disciples.
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Sariputta and Moggallana were the two most distinguished of the Buddha's disciples and were well-known as his two chief disciples. Before they met the Blessed One they were leading the religious life under Sanjaya as wandering ascetics in search of truth. One day Sariputta saw the Venerable Assaji going round Pajagaha early in the morning for alms, with decorous walk and perfect deportment. He thought, "Surely this is one of the monks who are arahants, or who have entered on the path of arahantship", and followed in the wake of this monk.
When the Venerable Assaji had taken his meal, Sariputta drew near and spoke to him as follows:—"Who, brother, is your teacher and whose doctrine do you approve?" The Venerable Assaji replied, "The Blessed One, a great Sakayaputta monk, is my teacher. The Doctrine proclaimed by the Blessed One I approve. It shows suffering, cause of suffering, cessation of suffering and the path leading to the cessation of suffering". On hearing this exposition of the Doctrine, Sariputta was established in the first holy stage of the Ariyan Path. Then Sariputta went to tell his friend the good news and Moggallana was also established in the first holy stage of the Ariyan Path. Both of them with a large following of their disciples became monks under the Doctrine and Discipline of the Buddha.

King Suddhodana heard that the Buddha was dwelling at the Veluvana Monastery offered by King Bimbisara of Rajagaha. He wanted to see Him. Nine courtiers, each with a large following, were sent on nine successive occasions to invite the Buddha to Kapilavatthu. All nine attained Arahantship and no reply was received. The King finally dispatched Kaludayi. He went on condition that he would be allowed to enter the Order.

Kaludayi also became an Arahant and entered the Order. He then requested the Buddha to visit the city of Kapilavatthu. The Buddha proceeded there with a following of twenty thousand Arahants covering a distance of 60 yojanas at the rate of one yojana a day. It took him fully two months to do the journey. Kaludayi Thera traveled by air everyday by superhuman power and kept the Buddha's father, Suddhodana, informed of the progress of the march. And on the day of the Buddha's arrival, a great welcome awaited Him.
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Members of the Sakya clan were very proud, and when the Buddha arrived at Kapilavatthu, they let only the younger kinsmen pay their respects to the Blessed One while the older folk sat down without making obeisance to Him. The Blessed One, who saw this behavior, rose in the air and walked over the heads of the elders. He performed the miracle of the pairs, in which flames of fire came from the upper part of His body and streams of water from the lower part. Then the process was reversed. Next fire came out from the right side of His body and water from the left, and so on.

He thus showed his superhuman power and emitted six resplendent rays of light from his body, at which they marveled. Suddhodana himself was so deeply moved by the sight that he bowed his head and touched it with the feet of the Blessed One in salutation. At this, all the other members of the clan could not help paying homage to the Blessed One. The sky then became overcast with clouds and poured down a shower of rain by which only those who wished to be wet became wet and not others. They marveled at this miracle and showed greater respect towards the Buddha
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The day after his arrival at Kapilavatthu the Buddha went on His alms round. King Suddhodana came and conducted Him to the palace and served Him with food. After the meal there was great excitement in the palace and all but Princess Yasodhara came to pay their reverence to the Buddha. Yasodhara thought, "Certainly if there is any virtue in me, the Noble Lord Himself will come to my presence. Then will I reverence Him as much as I like".
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The Buddha saw that if He did not visit her, Yasodhara would break her heart with grief. So He handed His bowl to the King, and accompanied by His two chief disciples entered the chamber of Yasodhara and sat on the prepared seat, saying, "Let the King's daughter reverence as she likes". Swiftly she came, clasped His ankles, and placing her head on His feet, reverenced Him as she like. 
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While the Buddha was having his meal at his father's palace. Princess Yasodhara dressed up Rahula properly with ornaments and pointing to the Buddha said, "Behold, son, that great ascetic of majestic appearance in the midst of twenty thousand monks. He is your father. The vases of gold belonging to Him have disappeared since the day he retired from home to homelessness. Go ye and ask for your inheritance so that you may become a Universal Monarch". Young Rahula, emboldened by the love of a son towards his father, came to His presence and said, "O, father, your shadow is cool and pleasant. I wish to become a Universal Monarch. Please give me my inheritance". He asked for his inheritance, uttering much else that was becoming. He followed the Buddha when he went back to the monastery asking for inheritance. But the Blessed One made him owner of an inheritance transcending this world, by ordaining him as a samanera (novice) of the Holy Order.
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After the attainment of Supreme Buddhaship by the Great Being, Nanda and many other princes of the Sakya clan became monks under the discipline of the Blessed One. It therefore appeared to those households of the same clan, with two or three sons in each family that they would be failing in their duty if none came forth to be ordained. The two brothers Mahanama and Anuruddha discussed this subject, and Anuruddha agreed to be ordained. Bhaddiya, who was then a ruling monarch, happened to be an intimate friend of Anuruddha. Anuruddha therefore went to King Bhaddiya and persuaded him to become a monk along with him, and Bhaddiya agreed. Accordingly, seven of them including Ananda, Bhagu, Kimila, Devadatta and Upali, the barber, came to the Buddha. There they made their request that Upali be admitted first, in order that their Sakya pride might be humbled through having their former attendant as their senior. They were then ordained accordingly.
The preeminent Buddha’s Disciples are: -

	NAME
	STATUS
	NOTES

	Ven. Ananda ( a cousin and the attendant of the Buddha)
	Arahant (became Arahant only after the Buddha passed away)
	He was well known because of his humility and good nature and excellent memory.

	Ven. Anuruddha
	Arahant
	Another important disciple of the Buddha and was famous for his magical and supernatural powers

	Ven. Assaji
	Arahant, (one of the Five Ascetics)
	-

	Ven. Bhaddiya
	Arahant, (one of the Five Ascetics)
	-

	Ven. Channa
	Arahant (became Arahant only after the Buddha passed away.)
	He accompanied the Buddha-to-be on Renunciation, and later became a Bhikkhu. Because of his arrogance, the Buddha had instructed Ven. Ananda to impose the Brahma-punishment ( Brahmadanda) to him. He felt a deep remorse and asked for Pardon after the Buddha's Parinibbana.

	Ven. Gavampati
	Arahant
	Not frequently mentioned in the Buddhist scriptures. He was invited to participate in the First Synod. It was believed according to purely Mon and Burmese tradition, the Buddha himself visited the kingdom of Thaton on his invitation.

	Ven. Kaludayi
	Arahant
	Was Chief minister of King Suddhodhana

	Ven. Kondanna (He was the first Arahant of the Order)
	Arahant, (one of the Five Ascetics)
	The first member of the Order of Samghas. He later retired to the forest and lived alone for twelve years.

	Ven. Vappa
	Arahant, (one of the Five Ascetics)
	-

	Ven. Mahanama
	Arahant, (one of the Five Ascetics)
	-

	Ven. Maha Mogallana 
	Arahant ( Left Hand Chief Disciple/ Vice-Chief)
	Was famous for his supernatural powers; he often visited the abode of the Gods, subjugated the Great Naga of Mount Mayu, and once scolded Sakka, King of the Gods, and the Great God, Bramah Baka.

	Ven.Mahakaccayana
	Arahant
	He was admired by Sakka, the King of the Devas. (Dhammapada, Chapters 7, Story 5

	Ven. Mahakassapa
	Arahant
	The First Buddhist Council was organized by him.

	Ven. Rahula (was the Buddha's only son and said to be the first Samanera)
	Arahant
	Was received into the Order when he was still a child; he became one of the Chief Disciples on his own purity and merit.

	Ven. Revata (was the youngest brother of Sariputta, ran away to avoid an arranged marriage and joined the Order as a samanera)
	Arahant (attained while he was still a samanera) {Dhammapada, Chapter 7, Story (9)}
	Not frequently mentioned in the Buddhist scriptures. He once created, by his super natural powers, splendid monasteries for the Buddha and his monks He once stopped the tide and saved some monks from drowning as they slept on a sand-bank. He was later declared by the Buddha to be the foremost of the forest-dwelling monks of his Order.

	Ven. Sariputa (Upatissa before)
	Arahant ( Right Hand Chief Disciple / Chief )
	Was in his wisdom next only to the Buddha.

	Ven. Subhadda 
	Arahant
	The last disciple to become an Arahant in the presence of the Buddha.

	Ven. Upali 
	Arahant
	He was the barber to the prince cousins of the Buddha. He became the chief authority on the Vinaya, or the Rules of Discipline.


