16. The Teachings of the Buddha

[image: image7.jpg]



In grateful gratitude to his mother Maha Maya, (now a Deva named Matu Deva Putta Deva, in Tusita Heaven ) he went to preach the deep philosophy Abhidhamma. The discourse was then relayed back to Ananda in the human world. , 
During the next forty-five years the Buddha preached His new-found knowledge to help mankind and the Devas. He was known as Sattha Devamanussanam - teacher of Devas and humans. 
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Yasa and his Father listening to Budha’s Sermon

Yasa was the first born son of Sujata who offered milk-porridge to the Great Being on the very day he was to become the Enlightened Buddha. He had been brought up in the greatest luxury as in the case of the Future Buddha, three separate mansions being provided for three different seasons, namely, the wet, cold and dry seasons. Waking up one night, he found his palace attendants, female musicians, asleep in unseemly conditions, and deeming the scene to be a cemetery, went out from his house and the city to the Deer Park of Isipatana that every night.

Yasa came into the presence of the Buddha and, after hearing the sermon from the Blessed One, was established in the first stage (Sotapanna) (stream winner) of the Ariyan Path. Yasa's father went in search of his son and came to the Buddha. The Buddha made Yasa invisible with his supernatural power and assuring him with these words, "You will find your son" preached a sermon to him. Yasa's father was also established in the first holy stage (Sotapanna) (stream winner) of the Aryan Path, while Yasa was established in the Anagami (non-returner)- holy stage of the Aryan Path. The Blessed One then discontinued the use of the supernatural power with the result that the father met the son, and ordained Yasa as a monk at his request.
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Yasa meets the Buddha and hears his teaching. He realizes the truth of the way things are - the Dhamma - and requests ordination
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Yasa's father, searching for his lost son, meets the Buddha and hears the teaching. [There is a bit about the Buddha concealing Yasa by using his psychic powers.] He becomes the first layman to take the three refuges [unlike the two merchants who only took two refuges].
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The Buddha spends the night meditating in the fire chamber. He subdues the royal naga serpent and the Kassapa brothers are way impressed.
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On the way to Rajagaha the Buddha meets a flock of sheep - a lamb is injured. It seems these sheep are destined for a sacrifice organized by King Bimbisara.
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When they all arrive at Rajagaha King Bimbisara sees that the Kassapa brothers are now followers of the Buddha and is convinced of the value of the teaching and calls off the sacrifice. He takes the three refuges and becomes the first royal patron.

